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of the author soon became known. Thomson had not been
in residence more than a few days before he was regarded as
a prospective Senior Wrangler. The atmosphere of his
student career rapidly became abnormal. His father
formed visions of William as the successor of the aged
Meikleham in the chair of natural philosophy at Glasgow.
The young man was beseeched by his father to behave as
a gentleman and yet give no cause for gossip that might
reach Glasgow. He was to cultivate the acquaintance of
the most distinguished of his fellow-students, to study hard,
and yet not neglect his health. As the Cambridge years
passed his father became ;nore and more possessed by his
own designs, almost to the degree of aberration. The
elder Thomson became ambitious beyond the reasonable
limits of parental interest, and was saved from nepotism
only by his exceptional character. William's own attitude
in this atmosphere was very creditable. He seemed far
less excited than his relatives whether he would be Senior
Wrangler, and obtain the Glasgow chair. He did not
bother to train himself to the last detail for the examination.
He gave much time to research, and published a dozen
papers while his competitors were practising the arts of
swift writing, and the other tricks that helped to bring
success in Wrangling.
He rowed well enough to win the Colquhoun sculls, and
became president of the Musical Society. His expendi-
ture was not small, and was severely questioned by his father.
The cost of maintenance at College between October, 1841,
and June, 1842 was £230 7s. 8d.; not a small sum in those
days. The total for the first three academic years was
^774 6s. 7d. His father inquired whether he might have
been defrauded, and enjoined the strictest economy. While
his family continued to be deeply concerned in his academic
progress, he published more research papers. In 1842 his
discussion of the linear motion of heat led him to the
observation that a given distribution of temperature cannot
arise from antecedents going back continuously into the
whole of past time. This result, obtained at the age of
eighteen, influenced his thought for the rest of his life.

